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apples when, he is told to than to tell how7 many apples are
in the dish. Piles of sticks containing various numbers were
shown to some children, and they were asked to make similar
piles. Three-year-olds, on the average, could not reproduce
more than piles of two or three. Four-year-olds were suc-
cessful with six, and six-year-olds could reproduce piles of
seven to eight. Making strings of beads, putting pegs in
rows, blocks in line, and "cockle shells all in a row" give
experience with things in series. This is a good founda-
tion for learning to count. The first attempt at counting
is, as it was with primitive people, a naming process. "One"
is the name of the first flower in the row. "Two" is the
name of the second. If a child is told he may pick four
flowers, he will probably pick only the fourth flower. Count-
ing four objects, in response to the question, How many?
is placed on the revised Stanford-Binet scale at the five-year
level Counting without objects appears to be easier. Five-
year-old children tested were able to count almost to twenty-
five without error. Four-year-old children will become
familiar with one inch, a foot, a pint, a quart if they use
rulers and pint and quart measures in their play, and if
someone is at hand to name these objects for them. The
number concepts acquired through experience in the pre-
school years supply a valuable arithmetical background tor
the primary child.36
SOCIAL    BE HAVIOR
Young children grow in social behavior and mental activ-
ity during their attendance at nursery school.37 This growth
is due partly to maturation and partly to the social environ-
ment, training, and guidance offered by the school. Social
behavior increases insofar as the situation is conducive to it.
Observation of twenty-one nursery school children at the
beginning and at the end of six months at nursery school
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